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Aston Barclay

As vehicle transfer and remarketing specialists, Aston 
Barclay was founded by Les Scarborough in 1985 
and is now headed by his two sons. Glenn and David,  

both have in excess of 25 years’ industry experience, hold 
active roles in the daily running of the business and play 
an important role in shaping the future of Aston Barclay 
alongside an experienced board of directors. 

As of today, the company maintain a team of circa 200 
dedicated and reliable employees across 4 branches  based 
in Essex, Leeds, Shropshire and  Wiltshire. With a flexible 
and mixed fleet of vehicles, Aston Barclay carries new and 
used cars and light commercial vehicles using the 9 trucks 
that they run. 

Transport Manager, Helen Smith says, “We run a flexible, 
mixed fleet of Scania & MAN Trucks- both rigid, Artic & 
Drawbar configurations. Our 2 newest trucks, on the road 
in 2016 are the first of their kind on UK roads, and are driven 
by Chris Harding & Kevin Matthews who between them 
have over 25 years’ experience both with Aston Barclay & 
within the car transport industry”. 

Both of the new additions to Aston Barclay’s fleet are draw 
bar configurations built on Scania P410 LB, 13 Litre 4 x 2 
low cab chassis with an Estepe mid-lift axle and a  fully 
automatic 12 + 2-speed range splitter gearbox. Helen 
added “The Rolfo Pegasus Body is capable of carrying 9 
vehicles of varying sizes from large vans and MPV’s to 4X4’s 
and cars at a lower height than most other configurations 
available on the market. Both vehicles operate out of our 
Chelmsford site and are proving to be efficient, fast to load 
& ultimately flexible.”

“In 2015, we commissioned 2 new Scania P320 DB 6 x 
2, automatic 8-speed gearbox, 26-tonne rigid chassis 
with Belle Trailer 7 car bodies. Both trucks have proved 
flexible, fuel-efficient & provide a low height option for 
our fleet which is crucial when delivering high-value cars 
to often rural areas where trees can cause significant 
and costly damage.”

The addition of the new trucks means that Aston Barclay 
can continue to deliver the unique and flexible service that 
has allowed them to grow to become one of the leading 
suppliers in their field. “These trucks provide reduced 
downtime and maintenance, increased speed of loading 
and unloading, improved fuel economy and increase our 
physical presence on the road,” stated Helen. 

Committed to the 
Automotive Industry

Aston Barclay Building on Record Year in 2015

Additionally, Aston Barclay run 2 MAN 
TGS 26. 320 M cab, Automatic ZF Tipmatic 
Gearbox, rigid 26-tonne chassis, coupled 
with Belle Trailer 7 car bodies, which 
have proved useful trucks. However, not 
as flexible as the Scania vehicles, having 
a longer, higher cab which restricts the 
load length on the bottom deck and 
affects the overall height of the load. 

Aston Barclay’s oldest vehicles are 
now due for replacement having 
each travelled in excess of 1 million 
km. Manufactured in 2003, both are 
Scania Articulated Tractor units P4 x 
2 18 tonne, coupled with Transporter 
engineering 9 car semi-trailers fitted 
with a peak. 

Helen continued, “Our vehicle tracking 
systems are fitted by Seven telematics 
to all our trucks to enable accurate 
timing for customers during collection 
& delivery of vehicles. This also enables 
the transport team to accurately plan, 
route and manage driver workload, 
minimising downtime for the truck, 
identifying traffic hotspots and 
incidents, maximising loading and 
utilisation of the fleet at all times. We 
run a 4 camera system on our Scania/
Rolfo trucks supplied by Brigade. 
Forward, rear & side facing unit’s record 
in HD with up to 1 month’s data stored 
on the hard drive. We use both Scania 
Fleet Management & MAN Trucknology 
fleet management systems which give 

us feedback for both driver & vehicle 
performance”.

Having developed strong relationships 
with sub-contractors, the company have 
preferred agreements in place with the 
majority of leading transport providers 
across the UK, both national carriers & 
local owner drivers- utilising them either 
on a regular basis for fixed contracts, or 
on an ‘as needed’ basis for either peak 
periods or for special service such as 
delivery to ROI.

Aston Barclay is also environmentally 
aware and installs their own policies at 
their sites, ranging from the recycling 
of waste paper to limiting their 

“Our 2 newest trucks, 
on the road in 2016 are 

the first of their kind 
on UK roads.”
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carbon footprint wherever possible. 
Helen told us, “The investment in our 
transport fl eet is a key element in our 
environmental policy with our older 
trucks being LEZ compliant with Dynex 
systems, and our newest additions 
having the latest Euro 6 engines. We 
are ISO accredited for Quality and 
Systems compliance. We have recently 
trained two representatives from each 
of our centres with the IOSH Managing 
Safely qualifi cation, ensuring that we 
maintain the most relevant experience 
and knowledge, consistently fed down 
to our teams. Safety is at the forefront of 
what we do as a business, both for our 
own staff , our customers and other road 
users. The addition of our new, unique 
Scania trucks has allowed us to improve 
on these three vital areas; minimising 
our environmental impact, improving 
the safety of our staff  and the public, and 
ensuring a quality delivery of service”.

Having survived the 2008 economic 
crash, the company have stayed true to 
their core values and have since seen 
large volumes of vehicles coming to 
auction. Furthermore, Aston Barclay 
celebrated a record year in 2015 in 

terms of vehicles sold and are now 
attracting new custom, while retaining 
the business of existing clients 
through their exceptional service and 
competitive prices. 

Having marked 30 years in business 
last year, Transport Manager, Helen 
Smith, will have completed 25 years 
of service in June. Not resting on their 
laurels, Aston Barclay has continued to 
invest profi ts back into the business in 
the last 12 months. Having completed 
development of a bespoke internal 
management system, the company 
evaluated several areas for further 
investment such as their transport fl eet 
and the company’s website which has 
now been improved.

“This bespoke system enabled us to fully 
redevelop our website and online trade 
auctions, providing real-time vehicle 
stock lists, high resolutions images and 
simultaneous online bidding across 
any device with a single login. We have 
refurbished three of our four centres, 
with the last one due for completion at 
the end of 2016. This investment ensures 
that all of our centres are fully capable 

of providing industry leading services 
in areas vital to our clients, including 
vehicle imaging and damage appraisal, 
document handling, vehicle movements 
and vehicle sales”, said Helen Smith. 

All of these developments create a 
more effi  cient service, with profi ts being 
reinvested in the business as Aston 
Barclay prepares for continued growth 
and development of their services, 
expanding their fl eet of vehicles and 
areas of operation. In the short term, the 
company will continue to work on their 
in-house developed systems and further 
provide bespoke solutions to the varied 
needs of diff erent clients. Finally, the 
organisation will prioritise upgrading 
the Leeds centre, bringing it in line with 
the rest of the group.

Aston Barclay would like to thank 
TruckEast and Belle Trailers of 
Dunmow who have delivered their 
new fleet on time, and built bespoke 
car transporters respectively.  

Tel: 01245 450700
www.astonbarclay.net


